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pF 3 8 1 K. 8 5." 
' 8 _ DW. "OUR Queries are at ſack a nature, that 1 cannot Adventure 
upon Anſwering them immediately; and therefore muſt 
needs Repreſent ſome few Preliminaries for clearing our 
Way. 


THE Foundation of all theſe Queries, and the whole of the pur- 
| poſes: mentioned in them, is undoubredly Myſterious, ſeing all is built 


2 


upon that Great and Adorable Myſtery of the Frinity of Perſons in the 
God- head. Here's the Foundation of the Goſpel, which giveth us a a 
full account of the great Contrivance of Salvation, and the Bleſſed ? 
OEconomy of the Three Perſons,(who are One GOD,) in the Purchaſe 
and Contrivance, with whatſoever elſe belongeth to the ſame. - 
IN Myſeeries, and particularly this Grand and Auguſt One, the 
utmoſt Point of Knowledge, which can be attained or may warrant- - - 
ably be expected in time, is moſtly or wholly (as I humbly Judge) Re- 
duceable to theſe two Heads. To the TO OTI, and whatſoever belong- 
eth to a throughneſs of Confirmation, that matters are indeed /o, as 
the LORD hath clearly and plentifully Revealed in his Word. There 
are Thręe Perſons, not meerly three Names nor Attributes, but Three 
Perſons, Who have their diſtinct Perſonal Properties or CharaQeri- | 1 
ſticks, and theſe Three are One Divine Subſtance; this {till remaining, 
and being deeply Imprinted upon our Hearts, in all that concernerh- a 
Life and Godlineſs; namely, that God, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
is: One Lord. I need not quote Scriptures i in a known Purpoſe; oniyx 
this, and other things of the like "mo are the utmoſt * 1 dare pre- 
tend to Account for. 
As to the TO 0s, or the manner and the Expoſition uf the Na- 
ture, and Conſiſtency of all theſe things, it ſufficeth to Anfwer as to 
any thing that may be demanded on theſe heads, That it is a My-. 4 
ſtery which we Believe, but do not pretend to Comprehend. The 
Lord himſelf hath caſt a Vail upon what other ways would be matter 
of further Inquery; and therefore it is our Duty, to Adore and Ad mite. 
Suk as much our Happineſs to do fo, without eſſaying to Remove or 
Shuffle aſide that Vail. Notwithſtanding, | 
2. IF any preſume to Advance Expoſitions, Injurious to the My- | 
1 12 it ſelf,” or not agreeable unto the Analogy of Faith, they may and, 
Mons rt to > be Relyted; AG we Lo bei not ſufficient round and Evidence. 
oy 3 . E 9 


from the Word to do ſo. Thus it is our Glory to be Ignorant, where an 


_ revelation is filent, and the Knowledge which the Lord allo\ FO and 1 © 

is proper to us in this low Eſtate, with Reference to the MyifEries of ni 

Revealed Truth, is rather Negative, than ſuch as furniſhęth us to aſ- pr 

ſert much poſitively concerning them, fave that the Lord hath copi- | T 
* oully inſtructed us in, and from his Word, that ze are, and are ſuch, 


das he hath declared them to be. This is the Summ of what is pol. de 
ſible or fit to know of theſe matters, while we are upon Earth. . — 
my x. 28 fo much ſuficeth to all the ends of Revelation, and the. con- T 
F- cerns of Life and Godlineſs in this low Eftate, ſo it puttsriz us (through by 
Grace) out of the reach of Tentation on theſe Heads, ſeeing in this caſe . IS 
 weown no more, but what the Spirit of the Lord declareth plan- By 
I, throughout the whole Tenor of the Word, wichout pretending ta * 

| Know or mention any thing further; and therefore cannot be Impugn- cl 

+ ed by any, without a Direct and Downright Contradiction to its very d. 
Letter. Thus I have found a clear and ſhort, yet an abundantly fa= _ fo 
tisfieing iſſue to all Contraverſies, thatArrogantly aim to Explain My = 5 
WE fries beyond what is Revea be. RE P 
=  -— Query. WHETHER 7s it moſt proper to ſay, that the Covenant of ft 
Mt - Rederprion is betwiæt IEHOVAH aud His eternal Son, I mean, Goa Eſg—- ⁵ 0 
ſentiall) canſidered, and His Son conſidered Perſonally, or betwixt God the Fa- ** 
ther and God the Son, or any other way : The firſt way makes all the Perſons. ” 


equally concerned, as the one party Covenanting; the other makes only the ſirſt 2 
C — Perſous the Parties, which ſeems ſomewhat to derogat from the Glory of the 2 
Third? © | I V 
FOR Anſwer, ſtill referring to the Preliminary Cautions, and 4 
with a jnſt Averſion from A dventuring too far upon the manner of. — 
things, I ocfer theſe few Remarks. 1. I incline not too far to urge and S 
E ſtret:h the term Covenant, not that J diſapprove it, but becauſe Fdon't A 
| ſee it ſo call'd in the Scripture, and there may be danger in adhering 0 
too ſtrictly unto what is denoted thereby, in it its wonted uſe among. 8 
Men, 2. As we all Believe and Profeſs, that the Three Perſons are One | 4 
E God, ſo, nothing may be aſſerted with Reference to this Tranſaction, 
3 deres from. the Unity of the God-head, or the Trinity of Perſons; 8 
E and theretore a Covenant cannot have place here, in the more ſtrict and 
oper Notion, which implyeth an Agreement betwixt Parties Eſſen-„- 
| Gally. duiat, having distinct Wills, wiel a proportioned Scupulation, 
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and Reſtipulation. 3. I n can by that Tranſaction, That 
Glorious eternal Agreement betwixt the Fathef and the Son, concer> 
ning the method of Redemption, which the Spit zof the Lord Ex- 
preſfeth in way of Paction or Covenant among Men, and which Pacti- 
on really hach place, in a way ſuiting the Adorable Miſtery of the 


Trinity of Perſons who are One and the fame God, and mult not be uns © 


deritood, as in the leaſt increnching upon the fame; for it is that ſame 


individual Will, which acteth in a different Scheſis in the two Perfons...- .. 


Thus rhe Scr.ptures teach, that the Elèct are given to the Lord Jeſus, and 


choſen in him, before the Foundations of the World, and He Himſelf . Ml 


is ſaid to be Fore-ordained, and the Names of the Elect to have been 


Written in the Lambs Book of Life, with a great deal more to this 


purpoſe, J 17. 9. Eph: 1. 3, 4. 1 Pet: r. g % 200: . 2. 4s JE: 


clofsneſs to the plain Teſtimony of the Spirit of God in the Scripture, F } 


do humbly Judge, that the Father and the Son are conſidered Fer- 
ſonally here. I think this is the Harmonious Judgement of Reformed 
Divines; and I can ſee no other in the places of Scripture where this 
Purpoſe is Treated, as ja: 53. Pſal: 2. 10. 17. &c. Neither can I under-. 7 
ſtand it of God Eſſentially conſidered, Tranſacting with any one Fer- 


fon, (if IJ take up their Mind aright ) ſeing God conſidered Eſſentially 


includes all the Perſons. I deſire co Speak with Fear and Caution, and 
to keep within the road paved by Famous and Sound Divines, in ſnch 


a Tremenduous Myſtery. As to what you mention in the cloſe of tze 
Queſtion, That the looking on Father and Son, as Tranfacting in a Per- 


ſonal Capacity, ſeemeth to derogate from the Glory of the Third. 1 


Anſwer with Orthodox Divines, That each Perſon, ( with due Reve- 


rence be it Spoken) hath a different OEconomy in that great Work of 


| Salvation, as the Scriptures plainly declare; and the obſerving that di- 
ſtinct OEconomical acting, is in nothing Derogatory from the Glory 
of any of them, but an Aſcription of that Glory which is due to Ones 
Ed in Three Perſons, in the very way which he himſelf hath ſet down 
and required in his own Word: The Father giveth, the Son under- 
taketh, and in due time attoneth offended ſuffice to the full; and tlie 
Spirit of the Father and the Son applyeth the whole Purchate. &cc. 

| _- HERE ss che Scriptural OEconomy, ſuiting the order of Snbfiltence. 3} 
and a Glorious; and this was laid down and fixed in the Eternal Coun- 


. 
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The Three Divine Persons, did from all Eternity, r. Determine 
and Agree to manifeſt the Glory of his Grace, Love, Mercy, Goodneſs 

and Power, on a certain and Definite Number of Mankind, this is E. I him 
lectionis decretum M fine, the Decree of Election about the end. 2. They 
did likewiſe agree on the whole Method of bringing about the Great AM 
and Glorious end propoſed, which is the Tranſaction concerning 


the Means. 3. In this joint Contrivance of the Trinity, concer- _ 
ning the Method and Means, it is Agree'd, that each Perſon ſhall have 01 
his own part, agreeable to, and becomeing, their order of Subſiſtence. I an! 
1. In this blelſed OEconomy among them, it is agreed, That the Fa- „ 
ther ſhall give to the Son the Elect, to be Redeem'd by his Blood; and 5101 
_ the Father promiſeth all Incouragement and Reward, in order to the 5 
Sons Redeeming of them; The Father Commiſſionats, ſends him, and % 
Authorizes him to do all that is proper, and Incumbent as a Mediator ane 

in executing of the Work; and the Son on his part, Reſtipulats to 
perform the Great Work required of him by the Father: Theſe ac- ,;; 
tings of the Two Perſons, I take to be that which Divines commonly 11 
call the Covenant of Redemption; He ſhall ſee his ſeed, prolong his _ 
Days, and the Pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his Hand. 2. It is 7, 
2 part of the Agreement of the Trinity, concerning the Method of 2 
bringing about the Great End, that the Third Perſon of the God-head, 5 


3 ſhall have for his Office, the Application of the whole. 
II order to get a clearer View of the Great and Glorious Myitery Gy 
of thisFederal Tranſaction, between Father and Son; we muſt carefully | - 


* diſtinguiſh, what is Agreed betwixt the Father and the Son, as = 
the LOGOS who is his Equal; from what is Tranſacted between ; 
the Father and the LOGOS incarnandus, or (which is the fame” * 


thing ) betwixt the Father, and the Son as Mediator. In 
the firſt part of the Agreement, Namely between the Father, 
and the Son conſidered ſimply as LOGOS; The Father propo- 
ſeth to the Son, to become Mediator, and to aſſumę Humanę Nature, 
to which the Son gives Conſent; In the. ſecond part of the Agree- 
ment, Namely between the Father, and the Son conſenting to be Me- 
E diator, and conſidered as fuch. The Father as the Proprietor of the 
E Elec, gives them unto the Mediator to be Redeem'd and Sav'd by 
1 b him , #1 ine they were and thou gaveſt them me; and the Son as Mediator. 


o PL. — 4 > 4 = _ _ * . . T l —_ " * 4 
=. . 5 23 « 5 # f = g N i ; * 50 | 
&. conſents to and accepts of the Donation on theſe terms: And like- 
: - 5 ; g * , " * Ny K y * 7 
[ > 7 4 : A 8 To . e * — — — — — Ver; ** - "8 _ 8 af 2 , "A 
„ * g ©; WER 3 a 4 * + 2664 . 5 * 4 D - - 6, * 
3 4. * 7 — ' 1 : : &” * E 4 5 8 ; A i . 2 hy 4 * 2 2 4 a J 5 » BY 2 
7 *% : + , © — K 4 Y * q 4 * 
ha. 4 8 * * * * * - 1 - 5 < j- — 5 5 '- PS by 1 wm Re Wo _—_ ny * 4 | 
WS 7 * Su. 4 ' . Po, Fg 8 => % 1 1 as * r 3 Cs » ** 1 . « . 1 b 5 — 2 — . 2 | \ — E———n—e _— } 


ay _— jF=- + 
: FD ©S 
0 1 * 


ways the Father Deſtines him to his Work, and gives him Command. 
%%% Redemption, 7/40. 8. Thy Law is iv — Jl 
25 my Heart, T aelight to ao thy will, Jo: 10. 18. I lay aown my Life, Trakeie - 
E. up again, this Commanament received I of my Father, And the Father gives | 
ey him a Miſhon, with an-ample Commiſſion, inveſts him in all the Me- . 
i diatory Offices, promiſes him full adequate Furniture, and compleat i 
£ Aſſiſtance in the whole Management of the Work, and Acceptance of © 
4 and Reward for the ſame, a part of which Reward doth immediately & i 
* directly concern the Perſon of the Mediator, and the other part relates 
| to his Redeemed. The one is, the Exaltation of Chriſt, and giving him 
4 an univerſal Power over Heaven, Earth and Hell, Mat: 28. 18. All power 


and Glory to the Redeem'd. _ 


dl, it is neceſſary and 


; _— 
1 », CEE 
2a > OW, > * 
* 4 8 : * 


in Heaven and Earth is given unto me. Phil: 2. 9. 10. Wherefore God hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a Name mhich is avove every Name, that 


in the Name of Jeſus, every Kyee ſhall bow, of things in Heaven, and things 
in Earth, and things under the Earth. The. other is, the giving Grace 

| and Autho- . 
riſing· of the Son, to the Work of Reaemption, and to be a Second Adam, maß 


II. Quer: WHETHER JEHOVAH's Electing, Callin 


be called an Adoption, and ſo upon that Account, God his God and Father, 


and he his Servant and Son, under a diſtinf# Relation from that which is Na- 


tural and Perſonal; and ſo, whether the Scripture intimates the Diſtinition, 4 | 


— 


Begotten? 


be in Scripture called an Adoption? I uſe the deſignation of Father, be- 


cauſe this Electing, Calling and Authorizing, in the OEconomy of 
Salvation, is a Perſonal Act, and the Name JEHOVAH doth not pro- 

perly diſtinguiſh the Perſons, becauſe it is aſcribed to each of them, 

and what is ſignified by it is common to all. As to the other part of 
the alteration, I would fay, Whether it be in Scripture, called an 
Adoption? The plain ground of it is, That as in all the concerns of R- 
ligion, ſo more eſpecially with reference to the Sublime Myſteries theres. | 
fake to keep as cloſs to the Rule, as is poll. Bu 


* - 


© 
a - 


* * 


. 


calling Chriſt, not ouly the Only-Begotten, but the Firſt-Born, and the Fir 
BEFORE eſſay more Diſtinctly to Anſwer, I would Adventure, 
(with all becomeing deference to your better Judgement) a little toal-  *; 
ter the terms of the Queſtion, that I may offer my poor Thoughts a- 
bout it more clearly. Thus, Whether the Father's Eletting, 
Calling, and Authorizing of the Son to the Work of Redemption, &c. 
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deny not, that terms may be, and are uſed in this and the like My | | 
| ſeries, which we have not expreſly in the Word, although Equiva- ] 

| dents be not wanting; but as this ought not to be without great Nereſ—- 1 
ſity and Uſefulneſs, lo for my part, I ſee it not in this caſe; eſpeciallß, f 
When the moſt, if not all Orthodox Divines, underſtand Chriſt's Son- 1 
ſhip, only of his Eternal Generation. You know, (Dear Sir) the ordj- 4 


nary Remark, That With Reſpect to the Undertaking, and — 2 
with an Eye to the Execution, in this Counſel or Covenant, the Lord l 
Jeſus as Mediator, is called the Father's Servant, and in that reſpect 4 


the Father is greater than He. Behold it is a light thing, that thou ſhouldeſft 
be my ſervant, to raiſe the Tribes of Jacob, Iſa: 49. 5. 6. Behold my ſervant 
whom I uphold, mine Elect, in whom my Soul delghteth, Tia: 42.1. 2. Town 
with my whole Heart, and my Soul adorech his Excellent Glory, as 
the only Begotten of the Father, and in particular, as ſhining forth 
in the preſent Undertaking : Yet I cannot wel! reliſn the term Adop- 
tion, not only, becauſe it is not Scriprural, (for what I know ) in this 
-  marter, but chiefly, for that it ordinarly, and in the uſual ſtrain of 
Soriprure, ſignifieth, an Exaltation into an higher Dignity, or giving 
a Stranger the Honour of a Son, which you know cannot ſo properly 
have place here, rhe ſecond Perſons undertaking in this Covenant, be- 
ing rather a peice of Condeſcention, as the whole ſtream of Goſpel Diſ- 
coveries, and che Harmonious Judgement of Orthodox Divines, do 
plainly bear. . | 8 : > In 
FOR what the Query inſinuats, Namly, that ſo much may be in- 
_ timated in the Word, wheren our Lord Jeſus is deſign'd, not only 
tie Only-Begotten, but, che Firſt-Born and the Firſt-Begotten. Pai« 
don my weakneſs, that I cannot underſtand the ſtrength of the De- 
duction, by which you would thence infer an Adoption in this caſe, or - 
dt leaft to move ſome doubt about it; the Emphaſis of the Word, would 
rather feem to denote a fort of Compariſon betwixt the Firſt- Born and 

| Firſi-Begotten, and Others, and a preference of him in that regard be- 
fore them, who are afterwards Born or Begotten: Or, if this be nor the 
ſenſe, at ſeaſt, they infer not Adoption. I need not tell you of the 
A vantages which, ſome Herexicks cateh at, by their falſe Reaſonings 
ai Deductions upon this ogcaſion, and the Detection of the ſame by 
ce whole Society of Orthodox D.vines. You want not ſach a Mon- 
* and. E am perſwaded, that you abhor, as much as any living, rhe; 
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ly, 


from all Eternity undertake to he Mediator, and if it ſhould Abe q 


Command to the So concerning the Redemption of his Eternally, and freely - 

| Beloved Choſen People, out of the loſt Poſterity of Adam given to him for that il 
end, and accordingly accepted by him, ſince that Chriſt ſpeaks of this in” Scrip- Mt 
ture as the Lawof his God, the will and command of his Father... . |. 


Eternal Life to the Elect is delivered to him (who is the Head. of Humane ö 


1 Anſwer. in the affirmative, - and I am both. ſweetly and 


and moſt refreſhing Claim to Faith, which Faith is wrought by the Fa- 


my Father, and uo Man knowtth the Son but the Father, &c. Jo: 17. 2, 3 


clude your Query's about the Covenant of Redemption, and ſubjoin c- 
. yerals about the Covenant of Grace, I incline, with a particular regard to 
the queſtion now under view, to repreſent a few poſitions, touching til 
ſomeè material concerns ofthat Covenant, which will I hope make ort 
way tlie more ſmooth and eaſy im any Eſſay which'may be made to- 
wards the {qlution of your profound and important Queries, and:ifiyou, | 
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Wien 
F. 0 1 any ſhadow of handle to that Curſed Herd, 
But I need not inſiſt . We are one as to the thing. Our Lord Jeſus did 


the Spirit of the Lord uſeth that word Adopt or Adoption in t Caſe q * 
3 Query. WHETHER theCovenant of Redemption,may be deſeriv'd; at 8 3 
leaſt, in General : . FEHOV AH or God the Fathers eternal gracious will, and 1 


We ſhall not contend about Words. 


An. T approve,and agreecordially with all that is in this Deſeripti- 
on, only, I would have it more fully difplay'd as is before done by. me. 
4 Query. WHETHER «pon the acceptation of this Covenant -by the dan; 


Race, and in a peculiar manner of the Elett) with full Power, Warrant, Com. | 


* 


| miſſion, freely and fal) to beſtow aud apply the ſame to the Elect, by means of 


bis: Appointment.” - 


1 


ſtrongly perſwaded of the Truth of the thing, and of the Elect Per- 
ſon's great ſecurity inlay d therewithy as affording a valid, pleaſant - 


thers manifeſtation of Chriſt, .unto, and his powerful Operations on Ml 


a humbled Soul, for I do think that this Power, and dignity conferr- d 
on Chriſt, a3 Mediator, is a part of the promiſed encouragement given ³⁶̃ 
to Chriſt's undertaking the Work, Jo. 10. 28. And I give unto them i 


| 
1 
' 


Eternal Life, Sec. Math: 11. 27, 28. All things are delivered unto.me of Ml 


As thoa haſt given him power over all Fleſh that he ſhould. give Eternal Life, il 
to as many as thou has given. him, &c. And feeing you: herewith con- 


1 
ey. may be taken as ſo many © Hypotheſes or Poſtulatas, about il 


a .-- 
” - 
% 
— - —- 


— 


« 82 


(10) 

| which Nu, there will be no difference hetwhit” us, -beirig: plainly e "= 
 . ' nough agreeable to the Word, and the received Principles of } udicious, 
| ang Antipelagian Divines: 
! - LTHO' our ſinning in our firſt Parents and falling with them, hath 
| rendred Salvation utterly impoſſible to us.by the Covenant of Works, ſe- 
ing we are ſo far from obeying, or being in caſe to obey the fame; that 
ve e tranſgreſs the holy juſt and good Law thereof every moment, and 
can donothing elſe having made our ſelves a meer compound of Dark- 
gneſs, and enmity: Every imggination of the thoughts of our Hearts is only and 
ccantinualy euil. From the Heart proceed evil Thoughts, Murders, Adul- 
= terys, Fornications, &c. Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? no not 
one. Our Throat is an open ſepulchre, &c. Gen: 6: 5. and 8: 21: Matl: 
26: 19: 26: Rom: 3: 10, 11, 12: Ja: 2: 10: Hoſ: 13: 9: Rom: 7. 77 13 
Z, 9. Mat: 5: 21, 22, 23, 24. N 
E II NOTWITHSTANDING there J nothing ofthe hi Domes; 
ofthat Covenant, either as to the Mandat orSanction, inthe leaſt impaired; a 
It ſtandeth in full and compleat force, making us obnoxious to tlie Curſe 4 
| ofa broken Law. Our Tranſgreſſion can detract nothing from the 
Right of our Sovereign Lord. Gal: 3: 10: Gen: 2: 17: Deut: 27: 18: 
ro: 5. Hence. 
I. ALL. Mankind, without the exception of any 8 needs | pe⸗ 
rin utterly and Eternally, under the Righteous Curſe, or ſome of them 
; muſt have that Righteouſneſs, which fully anſwereth the demands of 
that Covenant, ina ſuitableneſs to our fallen Eſtate, wherein it is whol- 

} . ly violated. Do we then make void the Law through Grace, nay we 
i eſtabliſh the Law. Rom: 3: 3: Math: 5: 17. | 
| IV. THERE is that Righteouſneſs which according to theEternal 
1 Counſel of Peace betwixt the Father and Son, Our Lord Jeſus God ma- 

niſfeſted in the fleſh, did, as ſurety throughly perform, and being im- 
- to the Elect Sinner when effectually called, is that Righteouſneſs 

wherein alone he doth and can ſtand, before the auful Tribunal of a 
Juſt and Holy God. Rom: 3. 21, 22. and Chap: 4. 5. Fer: 23.6. 2 * 
5. 21. But on this J inſiſt not now. To. return * tothe Threed, I 
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re ay hab es 


Þ Repreſent, | | G 
V. THAT Salvation, with all that belongeth unto it, being: by the | - 
| Mediator throughly purchaſed forthe Elect, according to the Scope and 2 
Team of the Counſel of Peace and Eternal CompaR, ſhall as ſurely 0 1 
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the Counſel and Word of the Living God are ſure and true, undoubt- 
edly be of free Mercy beſtowed upon them in due time; the Word 


= and Oath of our Faithful, juſt and Holy God, being alſo interposd:in; ©: 
h the caſe, for the greater Security. Jo: 14. 1, 2, 19. and Chap: 10, 28. 
e Heb: 6. 17. And of which I need not now treat particularx. 
at Vl. I underſtand then by the Covenant of Grace, The Doctrine | 


d of Chriſt's purchaſed Salvation, with whatſoever belongeth unto it, as 
e the fame is digeſted into a Syſtem. and Cluſter of Great and Precious 
2d Promiſes, the Bleſſings whereof, being bought by the only Mediator, 

are in his Hand, and at his Diſpoſal,” tho* yet all the perſons of the, 


* Adorable Trinity, concur to the happy conveyance of theſe Bleſſings, 

: ina Myſterious and Glorious OEconomy, ſuiting their order of Sub- 

77 ſiſtance. The Tenor of the Sacred Oracles is very plain in this caſe... 
This ſhall be the Covenant that I will make with the Houſe of Iſrael, &c. IL 


Ts will pat my Law in their inward parts, and write it in their Hearts, &c. Jer: 
ch | 31. 33, 34. and Chap: 32. 40, 41. I/a: 59. 21. Heb: 8. 10. Jer: 24.7, © 
le Sc. Epb: g. 8. Pſalt G ?. EY oo OS 
* VII. The Condition here, in a ſtrict and proper ſenſe, Namely,; MW 
8— That, upon which the Right and Title to all theſe Benefites is built, 
and upon which alone, the Believer dare found his Claim in Pleading Wl 
for mercy, is, That alone and compleat Satisfaction to, and thorom performance 
ww of all that the Law of Works required of as, which the Mediator gave to te 
of Father in our Room, according to the undertaking in the Eternal C oanſel, Ant. 
l- | howſoever things of this fort, may be diſguiſed by variety of Terms, MW 
Vo | which many times do rather cloud and darken, than unfold them. And 
25 Men of Learning may be carried aſide, to ſtreatches of defending ſuch. MW 
al Terms as they themſelves have uſed, perhaps without due caution, in the iſ 
na | 3 diſpute, or other ways; Vet I dare adventure to ſay, that noHum-. 5 


= bled Gracious and Exerciſed Soul, dare blend any thing with this Righs.” 
els teouſneſs, or plead upon any other Claim, than the great and precious. - 
a Promiſes, which are the matter of this Purchaſe, and as they are entire- 
Alp founded upon the ſame; Upon which compleat and alone Ranſome,.. WM 
the Believer layeth the whole ſtreſs, of all that concerneth Lite. and Ml 


. 0 8 a © ' * * . f RFC 2 2 * E * 
- | Godlineſs, for Time and Eternity. And this I Judge is the native im- 
he 2 '% . 5 | . 1 wy 1 ' Ce” 
1 port of Applications to the Throne of Grace, in the Name of Chriſt 
2 | and for his ſake, 1 Pet: 1: 18, 10, and Chap: 2: 24: Jo: 14: 13, 14 
D ng Dare gin gee nf 0 ins (or 
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compliſhment of theſe great and precious Promiſes, (of which our Lord 
Jeſus is Author, Purchaſer and Subſtance ; Hence they are all Tea 
and Amen in him; and he it is, who is given, as a Covenant to the 
People, a Leader and a Commander unto them) And in regard this 
Bleſſed Order includeth in it a Commandment to Believe, that is, it re- 
quireth the pleaſant aſſent and conſeut of the Whole: Soul, and ſetting to 


S Bleſſings; It is in fo far caft, into the ſweet Mould of a Covenant, 
( tho? the whole remains ſtill matter of Promiſe) and in obeying the 
command of that Covenant, the will is as active as if it were not in- 
| fluenc'd by Efficacious Grace, but were acting by its own Natural 
Strength and Vigor. In all this I obſerve much-adorable Condeſcen- 
ſion, on the Lords part, and a managment (may I with humble Re- 
vverence ſo deſign it) ſuited to the Genius of a Creature made rea ſon- 
able by the Lord, and then acting in a truely noble and rational way. 
But this is little underſtood,” and a legal Spirit Reigneth in all 
that are out of Chrift, neither are theſe who fear the Lord free of Tin- 
, Quure, and byaſs of this kind. Our own Hearts draw us aſide, and we 
are accordingly impos'd upon to rear up, and intertain variety. of 
(8 — of the Goſpel-Covenant, yet all favouring of that Deplorable 
Leven, which Fermenteth and Peſtereth our Darkned and Proud 
Minds, and which nothing can purge out, but the Saving and Growing 
Evidence of that Light, which manifeſteth by the Word, the Glory of 
Chriſt» Tf: 49: 18 2 Cor: 1. 20, For all the Promiſes of GOD are in 
in, Yea and Amen.---Unto the Glory 4 Godby us, Jer: 31. 33. But this 
io (ball be the Gguenant that I will make with the Houſe of Iſrael, after theſe days 
St ſaith the LORD, I will put my Law in their Parts, and write it in their 
It Hearts, and will be their GOD, and they ſball be my People, and Jer: 32. 
40, 41: And Lwill make an Everlaſting Covenant with them, that I will not 
Fury away from them to do them good, but I will put my feay in their Heart, 
that they (ball not depart from me, Tea I will rejoice over them to do them- 


18 g 2 IX. THIS excellent Order is expreſly ſet down in the Word, 
We the Spiritof the LORD cometh, he will reprove and convince the world 
n, Righteouſneſs and Judgment. Theſe ſeveral Stroaks, (may T ſo 
bi Gal) them) are in the Iſſue; Saving, Efficacious and Peculiar wet 
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VIII. NEVERTHELESS, there is 2 comely Order in the Ac 


Our Seal unto the Revelation of Chriſt, in order to oſſeſs us of his | 


I. rOoOmeoyntg womb 0 5 


* 
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Elec; I 10 Efficacious, for every diſtint work of the Spirit in te 


4+ | progreſs of Converſion "hath its correſpondent Effect upon the Elet WM 
* Soul, for, I ſincerely think, that there is ſomething peculiar, even inan 
e {| the convincing Work upon their Spirits, tho theyMemſelves cannot 

s- || know, nor can it be eaſily Diſcriminated from promiſing Bloſſoms of 

- }Þ that ſort in others, which fall off without ever bringing Pech Fruie, . 
IT is only the diſcovery of the Lord our Righteouſneſs, which ſtatetti 
8 | and cleareth the difference; And therefore, tho the whole of this 

„ | Work, and every ſeveral manifeſtation, which it contains, produceth a ³ü 
2 | ſuitable aſſent, outgoing and (may I fo fay) Echo of the Soul; Let MW 
I none of theſe may be reputed, ſaving Faith, until the Vail be taken 
| from the Heart; And God who Commanaed the Light to ſhine out of Dark- ' W 
2 neſs, ſbine into it, by giving the Light of the K nowledgd of his Glory in the © 


Face of JESUS CHRIST. Jo: 16. 8, 9. 2 Cor: 4; 3: 6: Jo: 6. 44, 45; 
— mn Sc. But br What ! have juſt is K 3 5 
the differente of the preparatory Work on the Hearts of the Reprobat, 
and of the Elect, may be thought to be done without any convincing + 
Reaſon ;. I offer this, There is a neceſſary Connection, among the 
different ſteps of that Work; on the Elect Soul, which cannot be ſaid 
of the Work. of God upon the Reprobats, namely Conviction, Contri- 
tion and Humiliation; for the truely convineed, never fall ſhort of 
Contrition nor the contrite of Humiliation; nor the Duely humbled 
of Faith. And it cannot be ſaid that the Connection flows meerly. - 
from Gods working the One, in order of time before the Other, for it 
is certain, that there is ſomething of a cauſal influence of the former 
ſtill upon the latter. True Conviction breaks the Heart, and true 
Brokenneſs will humble the Heart in God's Sigit; and a Soul dulx 
humbled, will certainly, from a Senſe of utter Sinfulneſs of his Perſon, 
and all his actings (even theſe Which we call Religious) under the 
influences of the Spirit, go out of it ſelf to the LORD our Righreoufs 
neſs. And further, if there were no cauſal influence of the one upon tlie 
bother, I ſee no reaſon of God's uſhering the one by the ather, and why -: 
he may not immediatly work Faith, without the three previous ſteps, 
or humble the Soul without the firſt two; and fo of the reft. I ſee no- 
thing further can be objected here, hut that according to this Scheme, 
no Ele& Man could reſiſt at any time, the common Works of the Spi- 
rit, ſecing it is ſaid that eyery Stroak of the Spirit, in the  preparatoty - 
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Promiſes, is from one degree to another, convey'd into the Soul in 


* 


BY ter, He that glorieth, let him glor) in t. 
EE Judah ſpall be ſaved, and Iſrael ſbuſb dmell ſafely, and this is his Name wheres 
| by he [ball le called, The LORD our Righteouſneſs. Gal: 2. 20. The.life | 
ail 1 non live in the Hab, I live by the Earth of the Sow of God. See allo 
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work is efficacious, and hard its correſpondent effect, om the Souls of 
the Elect, and lands in believing. I Anſwer, 1. The Elect may be 
ſaid to reſiſt Common Workings, when theſe Workings do hot attain 
their end, Whichghey call in the Schools, Finis Operis, and which is the 
Great Duty requifed of them by the Lord in theſe Workings; and this 


is the caſe of the Elect, till the Lord come with a peculiar — N 
tand by 
reſiſting the common Workings, a defeating the intention of God, for 


Work, of which we are ſpeaking here. 2. We cannot under 


his deſign cannot be fruſtrated, nor a hindring the effect of his operati- 
ons, which in no caſe can be done by the ſecond cauſe predetermined 


AM by him, far leſs when the Soul is lying under that peculiar preparation 


Work which uſhers in Faith. _. 


Ils avg Faith, being of a ſelfdenying Nature, the very | 
Life and Marrow of which, is a Diſclaiming utterly every thing as ours 


but Sin alone, and is the going out of our ſelf for Righteouſneſs, Life, 
Strength, and whatſoever {hall find acceptance; which going out of 


the Soul, is only wrought by his ſweet and efficacious Drawings, with- 


out which it cannot move; beſides, that this Faith is the Spring of Spiri- 
tual motion, and all the Graces of the Spirit, are only in this manner 
ict to Work and kept in Exercife, and the whole Treaſure of dec 

his 
way. If on theſe or the like accounts, one or more, youcall it a condi- 


- 


. NN. 

IESE great Divines who compoſed our Confeſſion of Faith and Cate- 
chiſas, have uſed the term, and it were intollerable Preſumption to 
 Tejectit; great ſeeing it freely admitteth a very ſound and inſtru- 


ctive Senſe, which I have given, & whertin they only underſtood it. 


By Since Repentance, Love and New. Obedience, are manifeſtly ſtated 
19  dtherways, and- the ny 1 

IF matter..: Ram: 4. 5. Bat to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that. 
io uſeifieth the ungodly, his Faith'is counted for Righteouſneſs. 1 Cor: 1. 30% 


erefore cannot plead for any ſuch intereſt in this 


4 


„Bat of bim are ye in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto us Wifdom, 


Righteonſaeſs.. Santtification, aud R 2 that according 48 it is writ= 
„e Lord. Jer; 23. 6. In his days 
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So much for this rude draught, but yet an ingenious account of what 
I believe and profeſs as to theſe things. I proceed now to the other 
Claſs of Queries, which I ſhall endeayour to Anſwer briefly, having 
inlarg'd theſe Preliminaries beyond my Expectation, with reſpect to 


the Covenant of Grace. _ 2 


1. Query, VV HITHER it may be ſaid, to be made by the Son in his - 


Fathers Name with the Elect, he being the Me enger of the Covenant, or made 


with them by the Son, as the ſecond Adam, the Head and Repreſentative, 
Father and elder Brother of the Adopted Fumilj © © 


Anſwer, PARDON my Weakneſs, (Dear Sir ) If I ſhall not well 


reach the Scope and Meaning of the Queſtion, which (as the moſt of 


them) is deep and ſubtile. I humbly offer a few plain and fimple 


Remarks in Anſwer, from the premiſed Poſtulata, both ſuch as were 


"F< gegen? . 588 2M W 5 Tha} Bia ; . 2 FT Ih - | 
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Jo: 6. 14, 455 Jr 15. 5. Jer: 10. 23. 1 Cor: 1 5. 45. 2 Cor: 3. 5, 6. K x. 
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laid down in the entry, and theſe which immediatly preceed this ſet _ 


of Queſtions, - 


I. THE Father (as ſaid is) gave the Ele& to the Son, who un- — 


dertook for them in the Eternal Counſel of Peace. 2. According to 


that Tranſaction, he ſatisfies Juſtice compleatly, by fulfilling in our 


ſtead, all that the Covenant of Works required of us. 3. As this ful- 


* 


ſtand, before the Tribunal of a Juſt and Holy God; ſo the Goſpel- Co- 
venant, containeth a full Syſtem of Promiſes, ſecuring the compleat 


— 


Reſtoration of that Integrity, and Rectitude of Nature, which we loſt 


by. our Fall, and is from e to another; happily: rettiy'd by a 
ul, begun in Regeneration, and carried 


Work of the Spirit upon the So 


on by gradual Adyances in Sanctification, and Conſumate in Glorifi- | 


„ 


who fulfild the Covenant of Works compleatly in their room; 


ſo he is a quickening Spirit, and the only enlivening head of Inffuen- | 


ces and Government, which Supereminence, he requireth in that bleſ- 


ſed OEconomy from the Father as his Right, upon his giving Satisfa- 
tion. I will, that they alſo whom thou gaveſt me, may be with me mhere I m 
Jo: 17. 24. Heb: 7. 25. 1 Jo: 1. 2. And thus underſtood, I take in both 
the Branches of your Queries; ſtill ITY this along, that onthe Me» 


the Articles are performed both with regard tothe 


funk of the Law imputed, is the Righteouſneſs wherein alone we can 
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cation. Rom: 8. 4, Jo: 1. 4, 1 Theſe g. 23. 4. As our Lord Jeſus re- 


"acer and canon, Gd that with . A to the 1 e - the Coche 0 
Covenant conſiſts in the Promiſes and r of Conveyance of the pur. .C 
chas'd Redemption; and ſo I take the Promiſes, as made to Abraham ot 

I, 
fo 
fc 
IT 
in 


— * 


and his Seed, he faith not to Seeds, as of many, but as of one, and to 
thy Seed which is Chriſt, Gal: 3. 16. 
2. Query: WHETHER this Covenant of Grace, herwiet JEHOVAH 
by his Son with tht Elect, can in reallity of Spiritual Truth,and proper ſpeech, 
2 called mutual; As including Stipulation and Neſtipulation, or if it be on- 
ly a Covenant on Gods part, and ſo his Covenant with them and not their Co-  « 


venant with him, ſceing they are not free to Covenant or not Covenant, but ir 
pliged by Divine Authoritie to accept of _ Covenant? 0 

: * Azſw, FROM the Præmiſed Poſtulata, 1. That the manner of 7 

n conveyance in the Covenant of Promiſe rendereth it ſome way mutual, I ff 


as was cleared, and hinted in the Poſtulatas, yet ſtill without preju- J 
dice of its confiltiag ; in a Syſtem of Promiſes.. 2. The Scope of the Go- e 


ſpel and the Scri ture- Phra ſe beareth, That it is rather GOD's Cove- 2 
nant with the Elect, tlian theirs with him. He hath made with me, iT 


(faith David) an everla ſting Covenant. He is given for a Covenant to his tl 
People. 2 Sam. 23: 5: Iſa: 49: 18. You know (Sir) That no outgoings IS 
of the Soul to the LORD can be acceptable, but ſuch as are the Fruits 8 
of his manifeſting himſelf to the Soul, and as the One is aſſuredly the E 
reflex of the other; ſo the Stream of Scripture-Phrazes beareth, That | x 
the Force and Emphoſis of the Term Covenant, in this matter, is h 
1 age on the Lords part. . t 
SF - Quer: WHET HER God's C ovenant of Gree wich Elec Sinners, 
= may 2 rde, God's Gracious Promiſes of Pardon, Reconciliation, Salva- 
don, aud Eternal Life, with all Grace leading thereunto, upon the account of 
i Ci, if and bis Rightiouſueſs, in the way of Believing, &c. v4 in the way of 
Believing in order to x formal Intereſt 25 22 4 — Holyneſs in order to the 
* Poſſeſſion; Or requiring Faith, Or upon condition of Faith, Or upon con- 
Aition of Faith and Repentance 2 4 4 neceſſary C. oncumitant it; Or if 
. this Covenant may be deſcrib'd, God? s Gracious Promiſes 45 above, c. 
without ædding in a way of Believing; Or if it may be called God's s free gift 
of Chriſt, aud all his Love Mercies as his everlaſting Covenant; Or if it may 
e term 4, God's Declaration of the Contrivance of © Salvation throu ugh Faith. 
2 — him; 0 gras 2 _ 3 wp FRO $, . on: pred of God's 
rr? | 
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| sf I have given my'Senfittients concerning the Nature of this 
_ Eovenant,, in the Preliminaries immediatly | prefixed to the preſent 
Claſs of Queries, which I need not reſume, only I repreſent a Remark © + 
or two, for reaching (if I can) the ſource of Difficulties on this head; 
1. Juſtice being throughly farisfied, and Grace and Glory Purchaſed 
for all and every one of the Elect; I underſtand the Goſpel Covenant 
to conſiſt in the Revelation of Chriſt, and the compRat Syſtem of Pro- 
miſes, as containing the effect and matter of this Purchaſe; ſtill aſfert: 
ing the 3 intire and diſpenſable Obligation of the Moral Law in 
every Jot and Tittle thereof, without the leaſt Semblance of Diminiſſi- 
ing the ſame; and that we reckon our ſelves as much obliged to the 
Obedience of the Law, as reaſonable Creatures ever were or can be. 
Do we then make void the Law through Grace? Nay, we Eſtabliſh _ 
the Law. It is no prejudice in this matter, that we it at the feet of 
Jeſus, and receive the Law from his Mouth. Obedience ſhall be reach= . 
ed by Faith in this manner, and can never be attained any other way. 
2, Sceing there's no Salvation, without a perfect Righteouſneſs anſwer- 
ing the Covenant of Works. I offer, both with reference to this an 
the following Queries, an account of theſe few Stroaks of the Lord's 
Spirit, in a ſuitableneſs to the grand deſign of the Covenant. he 
Spirit of God inſtructeth and thiroughly Convinceth and Satisfieth the 
Elect Sinner, that he lyeth under the Curſe, being intirely and in all 
reſpects, in that very eſtate into which the broken Covenant of Works 
hath brought him, ſo that his Mouth is ſtoped, and he hath nothing 
to ſay againſt the execution of the Sentence. Rom: 55 19. Liv: 26.41, 
42. Luk: 1 5. 17, 18. &c. 2. In this Extremitie, Chriſt is "manifeſted J 
as the Propitiation, The Lord our Righteouſneſs, &c. Rom: 3. 25. Nom 
60 hath ſet forth to be a Propitiation, through Faith in his Blood, to de- 
clare his Righteouſnefs fo r the 527 wo of Sins that are paſt, through the for-. 
bearante of GOD. Job 33. 24. Then he is gracious unto him, and ſaith de- 
liver him from going. down. to the Pit, I have found a Ranſom. Jex: 23. 6. 
 Inhis dg; Judah ſbal be ſsved, and p, 
Nute whereby he ſhall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, | 
Kc. 3. This Teftimony the ſelf condemned Sinner is made to believe, 
and to have his'recourfe unto him; in this way, and in this only, anſwering 


| the Claim of «broken Law, and the challanges of a convinced and'a was  ; 


: Ekened Conſcience. Rom: 8. 33, 34. 8 Without affecting Peremptori- 2 
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alone, or with the neceſſary Concomitant of Repentance, I. refer to 
& what was obſerved before. This 33 is often much clouded by a 


Scruples, whic 
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thought of them in Judgement. 1 Cor: 1. 30 
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10 all Works whatſoever, and it ſelf no _ 
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Which cannot be allowed to 
the Grace of Chriſt. 


_ of Gr ate, | Heayt-pleaſing of, 4 
and in conſequence of al, agoing on from Fuith to Faith, leaning and lhving - | 


Salvation, (which ye place before the reſt, and before the Uniting ARJ MM 


in Scripture; yet I contend not about the Word, ſeeing I know v“, 


the ſelf condemned Sinners receiving the Lord's Teſtimony fg 
* himſelf, as the only and compleat Saviour. O er LOBE; 3 
thou haſt diſtroyd thy ſelf, but in me is thy help. Hiho hath heard, and i 

| heard of the Father, cometh unto me. Hoſ. 13. 9. 
| admire the ſimplicitie that's in Chriſt; I fave | 
ſtreſs with me, was about the aſſent of Faith to the Lord's Teſti- 
mony concerning himſelf, and if it may any way be ſteadable to you, 1 | 


de, and at ſome ſmall meaſure of Light and Faith ſuiting the ſame. 
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b without fruſtrating 
4. WHETHER Saving Faith may be deſcrib'd by theſe three Alte, 1. 
« Covenanting Ad, RY the Truth and Nature of GOD's Covenant WM 

1 8 and conſenting unto this way of Salvation, aud . 
it were ſubſcribing the Contrattof Marriage with 4 ſecond Adam, the new Head Mi 


and Husband, 2. An uniting Act, joining of the Perſon of the Eledt Sinner 


to the Perſon of Chriſt, and ( as it were ) an actual and formal Marraying f 
him. 3. 4 Fuſlifeing Aft, raking hold of his Righteouſmeſs, for act aal l, 
demmity, and gracious acceptence. into Eternal Life, and as it were a taking 
poſſeſſion of the Husbands Intereſts, according to the Contract of Marriage; and 
upon this Beloved, until the Believer come to Gloss -- WM 
* Anſi"1, I ſhall be very loath to diſapprove; yea, my Soul was re- 
freſhed in Reading ieee 2. With all becoming regard 
(D. and W. Sir ) TwWould alter the PHraze a little in the firſt, for that Ml 
I ſee not why the apprehending the Truth and Nature of Gocꝰs Co“ 


nant of Grace, and Heart pleaſiug of, and conſenting un Way of 
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ſhould be ealled a Covenänting Act, nor do I know that it is ſo called 


meaning, and the Querie expreſſeth it very ſignificantly; only the ſittie "MW 
acquaintance I have of a ſtrong legal Byas in my w-] n Heart, procur* 
eth an A verſion from the leaſt Term or Title which would lead me that i 


way, tho perhaps, more from my on Weakneſs, than the nature f 


the thing. 3. If it may be of any uſe to give you a touch of my po i 
Sentiments; I humbly Judge, that Saving Faith conſiſteth much in ³ 


56. 44, 4 I much 
ways found the great 


all glanſe a little at the main Points of Difficulty I found in my own: } 
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continued Fears, that matters were deſpe- 
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& fulneſs of Chriſt's Safferings-to fave; If I may touch but his Cloaths 4 
be whole: He is able to ſave to the uttermoſt all that come unto God by... 
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light, I ſaw that the end of his manifeſting himſelf in the fleſh, mas te 


| great depending matter was nat yer brought to on iflue, It was plea- 
ant for a long toſſed and outwearied Creature, to be in ſome mea- 


\ b. for me, yet it proved compoſing that the Lord Jeſus cannot 
miſs his Errand, (may I fo expreſs it in my Rude way) Laube 19: 10. 


8. Sinner, lying as a Son of the firſt Adam, under the juſt Sentence of a 
broken Covenant of Works, and acknowledging the Equity and Glory 
of che ſame, Deliver from going down to the Pit; I have found a ranſome, 


8 This was attended and followed with ſweet Breathings of the Lords 


So  hamble confidence in pleading upon his Account, ſerenity and peace 


| .. anda mighty byas that way, too large to Narrate ; Some clearer 

Of, Chriſtian Liberty, in a Life of believing dependance upon him. 1 

Ce: go, 31: Gal: 2: 20: Jo: 15: 5: Jer: 10: 23; 2 Cor: ud 5 Ce. 
8 


eben account, and do ſincerely honour your greater exactneſs in theſe 


1.3 3 2 But this is a little touch of ſome things (I would fain think) 
= - the Lord-hath taught me. And fo I proceed tothe following Queries. 
__ He en 1 a e 5 . 


LULU 
A . o 1 
x vaIpaes WAS" WC. CT. | 
* 3 


bo: 


Pa 1 
Ons, * 8; w 
r 
* 4 - 
/ . 3 WD L . "1 5 
\ 1 Py „ — * a id ; 2 * . * . 
"= VT ng . 6 4 ” * 7 » = * 
* . Ee - > ; 0 8 
Fe” N N To OT > ; 2 
1 a e- oo * A 2 * p "WW , 8 5 


— — rn 2 EI wa 


kate, and that a Retrival could not conſiſt with the LORDYs - Honour | 


nor be expected in the Terms of the Word; a removing in part thevail 
from the Heart, did diſcover and ſatisfie in ſome meaſure, as to 4s f 


Heb: 7. 25. Math: 5. 28. This kept me from ſinking utterly. The 
E.. light of Land, tho? afar off, and not altogether inacceſſible, preferved 

the Heart from failing quite, and the Hands from hanging down, with: - 
out hope, and made me attend in the uſe of means. 2. By a little more 


* ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt; This gave more of quietneſs, tho“. the 


* ſure farisfied, that he might be among the Number of thoſe whom tlie 
Son of Man came to fave, and tho? I could not ſay that Salvation was 


the Lord as Righteouſneſs unto a Wretched and Self- condemned 


gn Spirit, and a pleafant outgoing of the whole heart towards him, As 


F, enſued | thereupon. Job 33: 24: Ro: 3:-25: and 4: f: and 5; 3: Ge 
4. Aſter many ſtruglings thro? the ſtrong remains of a legal Pr 1 5 


ceorery (may I ſay fo far) of the Glory of Chriſt engaged the Soul 
more throughly unto him, and raiſed it to ſome more clear S 


ta all his (dear Sir): I pretend not to give an Accurate and Schola- 
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0 EN x 7 22M we Es 15 8 | * N 21 9 EPE \ 
„ 1 3 WHETHER 4 the. Believers Fey earn may ler * wa] 
22 for theGrace that he bath got in Poſſeſſion, and for bisTitle in his 
matching with Chriſt, and Intereſt in him: Or, if beſides, they may be called. the.” 
2 of F bis Communion or means thereof, and alſo of eng 0 the fuk BY. 
ſeſſion 42 Covenanted Inheritance in Heavenly Glory? 2 
An, I freely grant and am well ſatisfied and refreſhed with what ; 
1 wery contains; and I think that theſe three conſiſt well rogether 5 
And it it may ſignifie any Ang for ſetting the matter in clearer light, I 
humbly offer one further Remark. ſeeing Faith is the Mother Grace,in 
the exerciſe whereof, all the reſt ate ſet in motion, and continued there 
in, and the remains of Corruption, bath in che Root, and Fruits are 
overcome accordingly, as the plain Teſtimony of t the Spirit of the Lord 
in the Word concerning Chriſt is received, (this is plain from Seripture: i 
And the Harmonious experience of all gracious Perſons according ta 
it doth aboundantly confirm) I underſtand the Belicwgis aſter work - ü 
jo * chief ay (yea 1 _ tay; ſome way intirely) in een the Faiths 
Tim: 4: 7, $» 2 Cor: 5: 7: 2 Pet: 1: 5, 6, 7. Gal: 51 6 It is 1 1 | 
8 evil Spirits, and delt whole retinue lay out themſelves. ro the 
uttermoſt to oppoſe, and uſe all their power and Cunning for that > > 
ect, and they have great advantage from an evil heart of unbeliefwithin - 
us; which 4 is the woeful ſource 8 all our departures from the living God 
13: 12: Every thruſt at ſaving Faith, in a proportion to its R 
| <1 and influence; reacheth the whole Fabrick o the new Creaturg 
: 7 55 every degree of victory doth accordingly- ſtrengthen the Wha 2 
1 1 15 9. Aud put no difference between us and them, parifying their hearts 1 
by E. I Joh: - 4. For whatſoever. is tors of GOD, ovvercomith the Works ® 
: 70 this is the Victory that overcometh the World, even our Faith, Eph: 2 | 
16. Taking unto you h ſbield of Faith, & c. And bringethdownthe remains - I | 
ing Body of Sin and Death. Hence ſeeing our Chriſtian Work is uf 
Wariare, and that Faith and all that belongs to it, is: that main zen, 
which all the Arrows of our Enemies are aimd and pointed at, hy e 
very ſtroak, they attempt to extinguiſh it, and do ſet > themſelves with > 
5c. | all their Power and Policies againſt it, and all its actings and exergiſs - * 
la- under the Spirits Influences. The Believers great Buſineſs is, to 
eſe 4 edfaſt in the Faith, and ſo to walk by Faith, until being fully ripen'd, - 
W | ue into Eternal fight and ware Kuda Pet: : Fe 55 F 2 Cor; 6. 
Tx W 315 . bb ¹41mꝙ 
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| 6. Quer: WHETHER the fir Ore the Eledf receive, be à part of 
I the Covenant of Grace? Whether the Promiſe of it is to be laid hold upon in 
EF : their acceptation, or taking hold of the Covenant? V Vhether that which is ac- 
I. - cepted, and that which accepts, be all one? And then whether there be not an c- 
* Abſurdity in this? | 5 3 - 5 
3 Anſt T humbly think, that the Premiſes have, in ſome meaſure, I tl 
WI obviated this Difficulty, and that a removal of ſome little ambiguity fe 
iin Words, may ſet the matter in a clearer Light. 1. The Poſtulata 
clear'd that all Grace, firſt and laſt, belongeth to the Covenant of . 
Grace, and is wraped up in and convey'd by the Promiſes thereof, | G 
through the Lord Jeſus's manifeſting himſelf therein, and by which the B 
happy Traſlation of the Elect Perſon, from the one Covenant to other, 1 
is effectually brought. Mat: 13. 44, 45. 2 Cor: 4. 3.6. &c. 2. The ſelf- I 6: 
condemned Sinner, upon the Lord Jeſus's manifeſting himſelf, ſo as he If »/ 
* doth not maniffſt himſelf unto the Word, is drawn out towards him 
, wholly, as held forth in the great and precious Promiſes, without all tie 
exception or reſerve, and afterwards throughout his courſe, in more } tic 
me . cloſe and particular ways, according to the Tenor and evidence of Ma- 1 
1 nifeſtations, with the various exigences of his ee caſes. 3. Faith le. 
being under the Influences of Heaven, and the firſt mover in the new IL. 
Creature, and all ourSupplies being conveyed in that manner, from the | yo 
fſulneſs of Chriſt, other Bleſſings have, in that regard, a ſuitable de- I ts 
pendence thereupon. Jo: 1. 16. 2 Pet: 1. 5, 6. Col: 3. 1, 2, 3,5, &c. 4. I. 
As to the Difficulty, v/z. That in this Caſe, that which Accepts, and Ih: 
chat which is Accepted are one. Pardon me a little to alter the II. 
Phraze , ſeeing it is properly the Lord | Jeſus himſelf, who IA“ 
is Accepted, as in whom all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and ma 
EF Knowledge are laid up; and if the firſt act of Faith, proceed not from 
any antecedent Habit, as J humbly overtur'd before, no place is left Co 
for this Objection. D. and W. Sir, I deſire to ſpeak with fear and cau- an. 
tion, about matters of ſuch an high import, and far above my Rudneſs: ID. 
Let I humbly move, 1. That by our Sin and Fall in our firſt Parents, Ia 
Ve entirely extinguiſhed the Spiritual Life, which we enjoyed in them, IIA 
dad render d our ſelves Spiritually dead, in the full extent of the term, 
according to the threatned Curſe of the Covenant. Gen: 2. 17. Eph: 2. Ido 
, 2. Deut: 27. 26. Gal: 3. 13. &c. 2. Spiritual Life by an Implanta- 
don of all the Graces radically, and in the Ground Work, is 2 
1 : - Wo £27 ©. .- vouch 
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vouchſafed by our Ingraftment into tlie laſt, Adam, and never hath oh 


the Perſon would be, at leaſt in order of Nature, Spiritually alive, be- 
fore he come to Chriſt. | | e 


whereby he is perſwaded and enabled to it ? 


Lords Act, and partic: 
you ſignificantly expreſs it 


fade ith me ( faith David) an everlaſting Covenant, 


duch. 
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than place. Jo: 15. 1, 2, 3, 4. Rom: 11.24. 3. Seeing the Spirit of the. *i 
Lord enlivening the Word, doth by Faith bring over the Soul to this 
Bleſſed Union, from whence Habitual Life reſults; I ſee not how this lie 
can be reputed to have place before; for as much as, in this caſe, if the - 
firſt motion of Faith, did flow from Spiritual Life before Implanted, 


7. Quer: VVHETHER the firſt Gracious approach of the Divine Spi- 
rit, be the Application of the Covenant of Redemption, or the Covenant o 
Grace ? .V Vhether, if ſo, ſuch a Perſon may be ſaid to be actually under the 
Bond of the Covenant, having receiv'd the Spirit, the Privy Seal of it ? And Ml 
then whether one may be ſaid to beinCovenant actually and formally byGods Ad, 
before he be actually and formally in it by his own, as flowing from G ODS, 
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Ast 1. SEEING (as faid is) the Covenant of Grace is the Execu- 


tion of the Compleat Purchaſe, according to the Covenant of Redemp- 
tion; Lehearfull) grant both the Branches in the firſt part of ur 


- 
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Query. As to the remains, and the propoſed Difficulty,” Lacknow-. - 4 
ledge it is ſubtile, but ſee not any ſolid foungation for i ſeeing. the 
icularly in beſtowing the Spirit, ( the Privy, Seal, as by 

it) is a work in us, which carryeth away 

is reflex, back to the Lord, his Work is in this caſe inſeperable from 
what is our Work ani thus nothing remains to be Anſwered, burt 


* 


this, by whoſe Act his or ours we are ſaid to be in Covenant; -and;.- 4 
Tam perſwaded, that with reference to this, it is chieflly by the Lords: © 


Act, as was cleared above, he it is who takes us into Covenant, He-hath Ml 


8. Quer: YVHETHER all that Man can do, in order o his being is 
Covenant with God is, in the diligent uſe of approven means, to Long, Look, © 
and with Submiſſion" to Sovereign Pleaſure, Patientiy wait for Words aul 
Days of Divine Power, whereby he may: be brought and drawn to God, in« i 
may of Believing in Chrift, and in the menw- time preſſing his Soul ap to the "WM 
Things, as 4 commanded Duty aud promifed Grice? _- WM 
Anſ. 1. THE plain Truth is (as you well know) that Man can 
do nothing, having ſunk himſelf into an abyſs of utter and ſinful Inabi- 
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but Flih it ic th SINE as aſe GOD. Cry an at, Tre ne -ing forth 
IL 2 25 22 Fruit. Ha x It, 6. Mat; 1. 18. 2. N otwithſtanding the ords 
[|= pirit is 7 75 in ſo far, to it home the Ward, even in a common 
1 3 Way, that ſovethls are prevailed with, to an attendence on him, i in 
| 3 * the aſe of appointed means. 3. All his Elect, pre TN in of ma: 
uu ny contrary *emptations and Strugles, are yet continued, by the migh, 
ty Power of God; in this Attendence, till the Og Effe be reach. 
cd, botlras to the ground Work, and the whole Progreſs, in a. ſuir- 
ableneſs to the end, and matter of the Goſpel Covenant; and thug 
| know! ing, 55 557 mined unto a following on to know. Hof: « 6. 3: Prov; 
4.18. 1 855 + bg Gal: 6. 9. Finnally, 
Sh. * * HET HER there be any certain and infallble 2 ounection, 
1 A 9 4 5 D 4 — 29 betwixt theſe Means and the Grate they lead to; .and 
2 pt; how Noth -GOD-preſeribe them, and ſball Miniſters with. Emcour age 

et Pi roma of- e preſs them, 3 the BR Hearers oft "th 


. Ee 5p HE uſe of Means beirlg, Commanded. Duty, 2nd the 
| 1 F 1 to our Sovereigh: 16 and Kipg of Saints, we arg 
11, 438 \- Homage ws it; by our Relation, 10 and De ene on Rim. 2. Ay 
| . to the con! ion of theauls of Means; with We Bleſſed and. Gracious 

. 1 Fruits, che Eternal Decree ** ſecured it as to all and = 
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